DIMINISHEDVALUE

Do You Qualify for a Diminished Value Claim in
Georgia? A Complete Checklist

Most Georgia drivers who file a diminished value claim have no idea whether they actually qualify until they are
already deep into a dispute with the insurance company. By that point, they have either left money on the table or
wasted time chasing a claim that was never going to pay out. This checklist is built to cut through that confusion. If
you were in an accident in Georgia, run through these criteria before you do anything else. Five minutes here can tell
you more than an hour on the phone with an adjuster.

What Diminished Value Actually Means in Georgia

Diminished value is the difference between what your vehicle was worth before an accident and what it is worth
after, even after all repairs have been completed. It is not about the cost of repairs. It is not about whether your car
looks the same as it did before. It is about how the market perceives a vehicle with an accident history versus one
without.

In Georgia, the law is clear: if another driver caused the accident, their liability insurance owes you compensation for
that loss in market value. Georgia courts have affirmed this right consistently, and Georgia's diminished value laws
give you the standing to pursue it. The question is not whether diminished value exists. The question is whether your
specific situation meets the criteriato file a successful claim.

The Georgia Diminished Value Qualification Checklist

Work through each item below. The more boxes you check, the stronger your position. If you check all of them, you
almost certainly have avalid claim worth pursuing.

1. The Other Driver Was At Fault

This is the most important requirement. In Georgia, diminished value claims are filed against the at-fault driver's
liability insurance, not your own. If you caused the accident, you generally cannot file a third-party diminished value
claim against the other driver. If the other driver was fully or partially at fault, you can.

Georgia follows a modified comparative negligence rule, which means your compensation can be reduced
proportionally if you were partialy at fault. Aslong as you are less than 50 percent responsible for the accident, you
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can till file a diminished value claim in Georgia even if you share some fault. The payout will be adjusted
accordingly, but the right to file remains.

Key point: If the police report assigns fault to the other driver, or if their insurer has already accepted liability,
you are well-positioned to file.

2. Your Vehicle Has Been Repaired or Is Repairable

Diminished value applies to vehicles that have been repaired and returned to service. If your car was declared a total
loss, the diminished value framework does not apply in the same way. Tota loss situations involve actua cash value
negotiations, which is a different process entirely.

If your vehicle was repaired, the diminished value clock starts ticking the moment those repairs are complete. Y ou do
not need to wait. You do not need to sell the car first. The loss in value exists the moment the accident history is on
the vehicle's record, and you can document and claim it now.

3. The Damage Was Significant Enough to Appear on a Vehicle History Report

Not every scratch or ding creates a traceable diminished value. The key threshold is whether the damage triggered a
report to Carfax, AutoCheck, or similar vehicle history databases. Typically, any accident that goes through an
insurance claim will show up. Once it does, buyers can see it, and they discount accordingly.

Even minor accidents can cause significant diminished value in Georgia if the damage is documented and reported.
The stigma attached to any accident history, regardless of how well the repairs were done, is area and measurable
loss in market value.

Rule of thumb: If an insurance claim was filed and repairs were made, the accident is likely on the vehicle
history report and diminished value ailmost certainly applies.

4. Your Vehicle Has Market Value Worth Protecting

Diminished value is calculated as a percentage of your vehicle's pre-accident market value. A vehicle that was worth
$5,000 before the accident will produce a much smaller claim than one worth $35,000. That said, there is no
minimum value cutoff in Georgia law. Even modest vehicles can carry avalid claim if the damage was meaningful
relative to the vehicle's value.

Vehicles that tend to carry the highest diminished value include late-model cars and trucks, luxury and performance
vehicles, low-mileage vehicles, and models with strong resale demand in the Georgia market. If your vehicle fals

diminishedvalueofgeorgia.com Page 2



Diminished Value of Georgia diminishedvalueofgeorgia.com

into any of these categories, the potential recovery is proportionally larger.

5. You Are Still Within Georgia's Statute of Limitations

Georgia has a four-year statute of limitations for property damage claims, which includes diminished value. The
clock starts on the date of the accident. Four years is a reasonable window, but it is not unlimited. The longer you
wait, the more the vehicle's market value changes naturally due to depreciation, and the harder it becomes to isolate
the specific impact of the accident on its value.

Filing sooner is always better. The closer the appraisal is to the date of the accident, the cleaner and more defensible
the numbers will be.

6. You Have Not Already Signed a Full Release

This is where many claims die before they start. If you settled your property damage claim with the at-fault insurer
and signed a broad release of al claims, that release may have included your diminished value rights. Read any
settlement document carefully before signing, especialy language like 'full and final settlement of all claims arising
from the accident.’

If you have not yet signed a release, or if the release was limited to repair costs only, you still have the ability to
pursue diminished value separately. If you are unsure what you signed, have it reviewed before assuming you have
waived your rights.

Quick Qualification Summary

What You Need Impact on Claim

Fault Other driver at fault (or shared fault under 50%) Required to file third-party claim
Vehicle Status Repaired, not totaled Required for DV to apply

Damage . Accident appears on vehicle history report Establishes measurable market stigma
Documentation

Vehicle Vaue Pre-accident market value warrants aclaim Determines payout size

Timing Within 4 years of accident date Claim expires after statute runs
Release Status No broad release signed Required to preserve DV rights
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What Happens After You Confirm You Qualify

Confirming eligibility is step one. Getting paid requires documentation. The at-fault insurer will not simply accept
your word on how much value your vehicle has lost. They need to see aprofessional appraisal that quantifies the loss
based on comparable market data, the extent of the damage, and the specific characteristics of your vehicle.

This is where most self-represented claimants run into trouble. Insurance companies have their own formulas, and
those formulas are designed to minimize what they pay. The most widely known is the 17c formula, which
consistently undervalues diminished value claims and is not required by Georgialaw. A professional appraisal based
on actual market data will almost always produce a higher and more defensible number.

What a Strong Diminished Value Appraisal Includes

e Pre-accident market value based on comparable salesin the Georgia market

« Documentation of al damage and repairs performed

» Analysis of how buyersin the current market respond to this vehicle's accident history
e A caculated loss in value figure supported by market evidence

» A signed and certified report that can be submitted directly to the insurer or used in alegal proceeding

What to Do If the Insurer Denies or Lowballs Your Claim

Denial is common and expected. Insurers routinely push back on diminished value claims, especially when the
claimant does not have a professional appraisal. If you receive alowball offer or an outright denial, do not accept it
asfinal. Georgia's small claims court allows you to pursue amounts up to $15,000 without an attorney, and a certified
appraisal gives you the foundation to do exactly that.

The appraisal is not just a document for negotiation. It is your evidence. It is what separates a claim that gets paid
from one that getsignored.

Common Misconceptions That Cause Georgia Drivers to Miss
Their Claim
"The repairs were perfect, so there's no diminished value."

This is the most persistent myth. Even a flawless repair does not erase the accident from the vehicle's history. The
market value loss comes from the accident record itself, not from visible damage. Buyers pay less for vehicles with
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accident histories regardless of how well they were fixed.

"My car isolder, so it doesn't qualify.”

Age aone does not disqualify avehicle. What matters is whether the vehicle had meaningful market value before the
accident and whether the accident history creates a measurable market penalty. Older vehicles with low mileage or
strong demand can still carry valid diminished value claims.

"The insurance company already told me | don't qualify.”

An adjuster saying you do not quaify is not the same as you not qualifying. Insurance adjusters represent the
insurer's financia interests. Their job is to minimize payouts. An independent professiona appraisal, not a phone
conversation with an adjuster, is what determines whether your claim has merit.

"| already settled the repair costs, so it'stoo late.”

Not necessarily. If your repair settlement did not include a full release of al claims, your diminished value rights
may still be intact. Review the documents you signed carefully, and if you are unsure, get a second opinion before
assuming the window is closed.

The Bottom Line for Georgia Drivers

If another driver hit your car, the repairs were completed, and the accident is on the vehicle's history report, you
almost certainly qualify for a diminished value claim in Georgia. The criteria are not complicated. The challenge is
knowing how to document the loss and how to push back when the insurer inevitably tries to minimize it.

A professional appraisal is the single most important step you can take. It converts alegitimate but abstract right into
a documented, quantified number that the insurer has to address. Without it, you are negotiating on their terms. With
it, you are negotiating on yours.

Get Your Free Quote Read the Full Article Online

Frequently Asked Questions

diminishedvalueofgeorgia.com Page 5


https://diminishedvalueofgeorgia.com/free-dv-estimate/
https://diminishedvalueofgeorgia.com/qualify-for-diminished-value-claim-georgia/

Diminished Value of Georgia diminishedvalueofgeorgia.com

Can | file adiminished value claim if | was partially at fault for the accident in Georgia?

Yes, aslong as you were less than 50 percent responsible for the accident. Georgia's modified comparative
negligence rule allows you to file, though your compensation will be reduced by your percentage of fault.

Does my car need to be repaired before | can file a diminished value claim?

Y es. Diminished value appliesto vehicles that have been repaired and returned to service. Once repairs are complete,
you can fileimmediately. Y ou do not need to sell the vehicle first or wait for any other condition to be met.

How long do | have to file a diminished value claim in Georgia?

Georgids statute of limitations for property damage claimsis four years from the date of the accident. Filing sooner
produces cleaner, more defensible numbers because the vehicle's pre-accident value is easier to establish while
market conditions are closer to the accident date.

What if the at-fault insurer already told me | do not qualify?

An adjuster's verbal statement is not alegal determination. Insurers routinely deny or minimize diminished value
claims. A professional appraisal gives you the documented evidence to challenge that position, whether through
negotiation or in small claims court.

Does minor damage qualify for a diminished value claim in Georgia?

It depends on whether the damage was reported and whether it appears on the vehicle's history report. If an insurance
claim was filed and the damage was documented, the accident stigma follows the vehicle regardless of the repair
cost. Many minor accidents still produce meaningful diminished value claims.
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