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Monday, October 09, 2023 

When shopping for a used car, you might come across the term "branded title," and 

wonder what it means and whether it's a good deal. 

In this comprehensive guide, we'll delve into the world of branded titles, exploring 

their meaning, types, and the risks associated with buying a vehicle that carries this 

designation. 

Whether you're a seasoned car enthusiast or a first-time buyer, understanding this is 

crucial to making an informed decision and potentially saving money on your next 

vehicle purchase. 

What Is a Branded Title? 

A branded title is an official designation placed on a vehicle's title by a state agency, 

indicating that the vehicle has experienced significant damage, issues with its 

odometer, or other factors that may make it potentially unsafe to drive or less 

valuable than a clean-titled vehicle. 
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Types of Branded Titles: 

It comes in various forms, each reflecting a specific condition or history of the vehicle: 

1. Salvage Title: A salvage title is typically assigned to a car that has been involved 

in a collision and deemed a total loss by insurance companies. It implies that 

the cost of repairs exceeded the car's value. 

2. Rebuilt Title: After a vehicle receives a salvage title, it can be repaired and 

undergo a safety inspection to earn a rebuilt or reconstructed title. This 

indicates that the car was damaged but has since been restored to a 

roadworthy state. 

3. Lemon Law Buyback Title: Lemon law vehicles are those with persistent 

issues that automakers couldn't resolve. In some cases, these cars are bought 

back by the manufacturer, fixed, and then resold. However, the Lemon law 

buyback title can impact the vehicle's value. 

4. Odometer Rollback Title: Manipulating a vehicle's odometer to show fewer 

miles than it has is illegal but still occurs occasionally. An odometer rollback title 

indicates this fraudulent practice. 

5. Water Damage Title: Vehicles damaged by water or involved in a flood may 

receive a water damage branded title. Water can cause extensive interior and 

engine damage. 

6. Other Types of Brands: Depending on the state and the specific 

circumstances, other branded titles may exist, such as flood damage, hail 

damage, or reconstructed titles. These designations reflect various types of 

damage or history. 

Pros and Cons of Branded Titles 

Before deciding to purchase a vehicle with a branded title, it's essential to weigh the 

advantages and disadvantages. 

Pros 

• Cost Savings: Vehicles with title designations often come at significantly lower 

prices compared to clean-titled counterparts, making them appealing to 

budget-conscious buyers. 
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• Affordable Upgrades: You might be able to afford a newer, more feature-rich 

vehicle by choosing a branded title car. 

Cons: 

• Resale Challenges: It can deter potential buyers, reducing the resale value and 

making it harder to sell the vehicle in the future. 

• Financing Difficulty: Many lenders prefer to finance cars with clean titles, 

which means securing a loan for a branded title vehicle may be more 

challenging, possibly with higher interest rates. 

• Insurance Hurdles: Not all insurance companies cover cars with branded titles, 

requiring you to shop around for suitable coverage. 

• Mechanical Risks: Some vehicles may still have hidden mechanical issues, 

leading to unexpected repair costs down the road. 

How to Check for a Branded Title 

Protect yourself from hidden brands by using reliable tools to check a vehicle's 

history: 

Diminished Value of Georgia: As a licensed and certified car appraisal company, we 

offer valuable assistance in checking a vehicle's history for branded titles. Our 

expertise ensures a thorough evaluation of a vehicle's condition and title history. Click 

here to get a vehicle history report. 

CARFAX: This service provides comprehensive vehicle history reports, including 

information on maintenance records and the number of previous owners. 

VINCheck: Offered by the National Insurance Crime Bureau, VINCheck allows you to 

verify if a car has been reported as stolen or has a salvage designation. 

Considering Your Options: Is a Branded Title Right for You? 

While buying a car with a branded title can present significant cost savings, it's 

essential to be aware of the potential risks and challenges associated with such 
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purchases. Conduct thorough research, obtain vehicle history reports, and consider a 

pre-purchase inspection by an independent mechanic to make an informed decision. 

Branded title vehicles may be a suitable option for individuals with automotive 

expertise, but for others, they may come with too many uncertainties. It is important 

to carefully weigh the pros and cons before deciding whether they are right for you. 
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