’1 DIMINISHEDVALUE

Appraiser Blog

Top 10 Cheapest States
for Car Accident
Repairs in 2024

By Tony Rached


https://www.diminishedvalueofgeorgia.com/

Appraiser Blog

Top 10 Cheapest States for Car Accident Repairs in 2024

Tuesday, July 16, 2024

When it comes to car accident repairs, location plays a surprisingly significant role.
While many people focus on insurance rates, repair costs can vary dramatically from
state to state. Recent research by the Dolman Law Group reveals that drivers in some
states enjoy much lower repair bills than others.

So, let's dive into the top 10 cheapest states for car accident repairs in 2024 and
uncover some often-overlooked factors that contribute to these savings.

TOP 10 CHEAPEST STATES FOR CAR

ACCIDENT REPAIRS

1. Hawaii: $410

Aloha, savings! Hawaii tops the list as the cheapest state for car accident repairs, with
an average cost of just $410. One factor driving down repair costs is the state's well-
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maintained roads and lower incidence of severe weather, reducing the frequency and
severity of accidents. Plus, the strong local economy supports competitive pricing
among repair shops.

2. Pennsylvania: $520

In Pennsylvania, the average repair cost is a modest $520. The state's extensive

network of certified repair shops and consumer protection laws helps keep prices in
check. Additionally, Pennsylvania's diverse economy supports a healthy competition
among service providers, ensuring residents get quality repairs at reasonable prices.

3. Oregon: $669

Oregon's lush landscapes and careful urban planning contribute to lower accident
rates, and consequently, cheaper repairs. At $669, repair costs in Oregon benefit from
a combination of factors, including efficient public transportation options reducing the
number of vehicles on the road and stringent safety regulations.

4. Minnesota: $674

Minnesota's average car accident repair cost stands at $674. The state's harsh winters
may lead to more frequent accidents, but the local government's investment in road
safety and maintenance helps mitigate repair costs. Additionally, a high percentage of
insured drivers means repair costs are spread more evenly, keeping individual
expenses low.

5. California: $736

Surprisingly, California, known for its traffic, offers relatively affordable car repair
costs at $736. The state's large population and high volume of repair shops create a
competitive market. Moreover, strict environmental regulations ensure that cars are
well-maintained, reducing the likelihood of severe damage from accidents.
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6. Virginia: $756

Virginia drivers enjoy an average repair cost of $756. The state's proactive approach to
road safety, including regular maintenance and improvement projects, contributes to
fewer accidents and lower repair costs. Virginia's economy also supports a robust
network of affordable repair shops.

7. ldaho: $758

Idaho's wide-open spaces and lower traffic congestion help keep accident repair costs
down to $758. The state's rural nature means fewer high-speed collisions, and a
strong sense of community often leads to fairer pricing from local repair shops.

8. West Virginia: $815

In West Virginia, car accident repairs average $815. The state's mountainous terrain
requires careful driving, which might contribute to fewer severe accidents.
Additionally, a lower cost of living translates to cheaper labor and parts costs,
benefiting residents needing repairs.

9. Arizona: $817

Arizona's dry climate and well-maintained roadways help keep repair costs at $817.
With fewer weather-related accidents and a large number of repair shops competing
for business, residents can enjoy affordable car repairs. Plus, Arizona's proactive road
safety measures help reduce the overall number of accidents.

10. Washington: $832

Rounding out the list, Washington state's average repair cost is $832. Washington's
strong economy supports a wide range of repair shops, ensuring competitive pricing.
Additionally, the state's commitment to road safety and driver education programs
helps maintain a lower incidence of severe accidents.
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Hidden Factors Influencing Repair Costs

While the average repair costs give a good overview, let's dig into some lesser-known
factors that play a crucial role in determining these costs.

Road Quality and Maintenance

States that invest heavily in road infrastructure and maintenance often see lower
repair costs. Good road conditions reduce the likelihood of accidents and the severity
of damage when accidents do occur.

Local Economy and Cost of Living

The local economy and cost of living significantly impact repair costs. In states with a
lower cost of living, labor and parts tend to be cheaper. Conversely, wealthier states
with higher costs of living might see increased repair prices.

Insurance Regulations

State-specific insurance regulations also affect repair costs. States with stringent
consumer protection laws ensure fair pricing from repair shops, while others may
allow insurers to dictate lower payouts, impacting the final repair costs.

Weather Conditions

Weather plays a big role in accident rates and repair costs. States with milder climates
often have fewer weather-related accidents, leading to lower repair costs. Conversely,
states prone to severe weather may see higher accident rates and more extensive
damage.
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Final Thoughts

Understanding the factors that influence car accident repair costs can help you make
informed decisions, whether you're relocating or just curious about your state's
ranking. By considering road quality, local economy, insurance regulations, and
weather, you can better appreciate why some states are cheaper for car repairs than
others.

So, which state do you think offers the best balance between quality of life and
affordable car repairs?
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