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Monday, June 5, 2023 

Tesla's Model Y has taken the automotive industry by storm, emerging as the world's 

best-selling car in the first quarter of this year. With an impressive sales figure of 

267,171 units, the premium midsize crossover outperformed the Toyota Corolla to 

claim the top spot. 

 

The success of the Model Y can be attributed to its strong performance in China, 

which has become Tesla's largest market. According to data from market researcher 

JATO, 94,469 Model Ys were sold in China during the first quarter, surpassing sales 

figures in the United States (83,664 units) and Europe (71,114 units). Although the 

United States remains Tesla's biggest overall market, the dominance of the Model Y in 

China cannot be ignored. 
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In a significant milestone, the Model Y became Europe's best-selling car in the first 

quarter, with over 40,000 units sold in March alone, according to market researcher 

Dataforce. This achievement marked the first time that a Tesla model had claimed the 

top spot in European car sales. 

Recognizing the importance of the Chinese market, Tesla CEO Elon Musk visited China 

for the first time in three years. This visit emphasized the company's commitment to 

the world's largest electric car market and its aspirations to further expand its 

presence in the country.v 

Looking Ahead: Model Y's Continued Dominance Predicted 

According to industry experts, the Model Y will continue to dominate throughout the 

year. The Model Y is expected to end 2023 as the world's best-selling car due to price 

cuts that make the premium crossover eligible for government incentives for electric 

vehicles. Model Y sales are expected to increase further as Tesla opens new factories 

in Texas and near Berlin, along with a growing demand for electric vehicles in 

developed economies. 

However, some analysts express concerns about Tesla's reliance on just two models, 

the Model Y and Model 3. Barclays analyst Dan Levy suggests that expanding the 

company's market share may require the introduction of additional models and 

variants to stay competitive, especially in the SUV segment. 

As Tesla aggressively cuts prices this year to face stiff competition, particularly in the 

SUV market, Ford CEO Jim Farley acknowledges that Tesla's aging Model Y is up 

against newer rivals. This intensifying competition underscores the need for Tesla to 

innovate and diversify its product lineup. 

Overall, the Tesla Model Y's remarkable sales performance in the first quarter 

solidifies its position as the world's best-selling car. With China as its largest market 

and a strong presence in Europe, Tesla's success with the Model Y sets the stage for 

its continued growth and dominance in the global electric vehicle market. 
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