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Should You Buy a Car That Has Been in an Accident? 

When you’re on the hunt for a used car, it’s common to come across vehicles with an 

accident history. For many buyers, seeing an accident on a vehicle history report 

can be a red flag. But does it always mean you should walk away? 

 

Not necessarily. Buying a car that’s been in an accident can sometimes be a smart 

financial decision—if you know what to look for and how to assess the risks. 

 

In this guide, we’ll go over the pros and cons, what to watch out for, and how to make 

an informed decision. 

 

Let’s dive in and see if buying a car with an accident history could be the right choice 

for you. 
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What Does “Accident History” Really Mean? 

When a car has an accident history, it means it has been involved in an incident that 

caused some level of damage. 

 

This could range from minor scratches or dents to severe structural damage. 

 

Accident history often includes details about the type and severity of the damage, as 

well as information on whether repairs were made. 

 

It’s essential to understand that not all accidents are created equal. Some cars are 

listed as having accident history due to minor cosmetic issues, while others might 

have undergone significant repairs. 

 

This difference is crucial when considering whether to buy the car, as minor damage 

typically has less impact on the vehicle’s long-term value and performance. 

 

The Pros of Buying a Car That Has Been in an Accident 

Buying a car with an accident history comes with its own set of advantages. Here are 

some of the key reasons why it could be worth considering: 

 

1. Lower Price 

• Cars with accident history are often priced lower than similar vehicles without 

damage. If you’re on a budget, you may find that buying a car with an accident 

history allows you to afford a newer model or one with more features. 

2. Certified Repairs 

• Many reputable repair shops and dealerships offer certified repairs that meet 

high-quality standards. Some of these repairs even come with warranties, giving 

you peace of mind that the car is in good working condition. 

3. Reduced Depreciation 

• Because the car has already experienced an initial dip in value due to the 

accident, its rate of depreciation may slow down. This means it might retain its 

post-accident value more steadily than a similar car without any accident 

history. 
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The Cons of Buying a Car That Has Been in an Accident 

Of course, there are also potential downsides to consider. Here are some of the risks 

involved with buying a car that’s been in an accident: 

1. Potential Mechanical Issues 

• Accidents can cause damage to key components like the suspension, frame, or 

electrical systems. Even if these issues aren’t immediately visible, they can lead 

to problems down the road if repairs weren’t done properly. 

2. Lower Resale Value 

• A car with an accident history is generally harder to sell, as many buyers will be 

hesitant. Even if you got a great deal, you might find it difficult to recoup your 

investment when it’s time to sell. 

3. Higher Insurance Costs 

• Some insurance companies may charge higher premiums for cars with previous 

damage, especially if the accident involved significant repairs. Make sure to 

check with your insurer to understand any potential impact on insurance rates. 

 

Key Factors to Consider Before Buying 

If you’re still interested in a car with an accident history, here are some essential steps 

to ensure you’re making a smart purchase: 

1. Get a Vehicle History Report 

• Start with a Carfax or AutoCheck report to understand the car’s accident 

history. This report will give you details on the type of accident, the extent of 

the damage, and whether the repairs were completed professionally. 

2. Have a Professional Inspection Done 

• Hire a trusted mechanic to conduct a thorough inspection. They’ll be able to 

check for hidden issues and confirm whether the repairs were done correctly. 

3. Examine the Quality of Repairs 

• If possible, find out where the car was repaired. Cars fixed at certified repair 

facilities or dealerships are generally in better shape than those repaired at 

uncertified shops. 

4. Check the Type of Accident 

• Minor fender benders and cosmetic damage are typically less concerning. 

However, cars that have had structural damage or frame repairs may not 

perform as safely, even after repairs. 
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How to Spot Warning Signs of Poor Repairs 

To avoid future headaches, it’s important to recognize signs of low-quality repair work. 

Here are a few red flags to look out for: 

1. Paint Mismatches 

• If the car has sections with different shades of paint or areas where the paint 

looks uneven, it could indicate poor repairs. High-quality repair shops will 

match the paint precisely. 

2. Frame Damage 

• Check for uneven gaps between panels or doors that don’t close properly. 

These can be signs that the car’s frame wasn’t aligned correctly during repairs. 

3. Strange Noises or Vibration 

• Test drive the car and pay attention to any unusual sounds, vibrations, or 

rattling. These can be signs of hidden issues related to past damage. 

 

When Buying a Car with an Accident History Might Make Sense 

There are situations where buying a car with an accident history can actually be a 

good decision: 

• If You’re on a Tight Budget: Accident-history cars can provide good value if 

you need a reliable vehicle at a lower price. 

• If You Plan to Keep the Car Long-Term: Resale value matters less if you intend 

to drive the car for many years. 

• If the Damage Was Minor: Cars that only suffered cosmetic damage or minor 

dents are usually safe bets, especially if the repairs were well-documented. 

 

When to Walk Away 

Not all accident-history cars are worth the risk. Here are some signs that you should 

probably pass on the vehicle: 

• If It Suffered Severe Damage: Major accidents involving frame or structural 

damage can lead to long-term problems. 

• If Repairs Were Done by an Uncertified Mechanic: Poor repairs could mean 

costly issues in the future. 

• If There Are No Repair Records: Lack of documentation can be a red flag, as 

it’s hard to know the quality of repairs. 
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Conclusion 

Buying a car that’s been in an accident isn’t necessarily a bad idea. In fact, with careful 

research and the right precautions, you could end up with a great deal. But it’s crucial 

to do your homework—get a vehicle history report, have a professional inspect the 

car, and pay close attention to the quality of repairs. 

 

In the end, buying a car with an accident history comes down to your budget, long-

term plans, and tolerance for risk. By taking these steps, you can make an informed 

decision and potentially save money without sacrificing safety or reliability. 

 

So, should you buy a car that’s been in an accident? It’s a personal choice, but with the 

right approach, it could be the smart one. 
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