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Wednesday, June 7, 2023 

 

In a remarkable move to prioritize road safety, the National Highway Traffic Safety 

Administration (NHTSA) has unveiled a groundbreaking proposal aimed at slashing 

the number of road injuries by a staggering 24,000 each year. This bold initiative 

requires automakers to equip all new vehicles with automatic emergency braking 

systems, thereby revolutionizing collision prevention technology. With the potential to 

save countless lives and transform our roads, the NHTSA's proposal heralds a new era 

of safety and underscores the agency's commitment to pushing boundaries for the 

greater good. 

Redefining Safety Standards 

For years, automakers have voluntarily introduced collision avoidance technology in 

most new cars and trucks. However, the NHTSA's proposal goes a step further by 

making these systems mandatory, while also demanding higher performance 

standards. Under the proposed rule, all new light-duty vehicles would be required to 
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incorporate automatic emergency braking systems with pedestrian detection 

capabilities. These systems must be effective at preventing or mitigating frontal 

crashes at higher speeds and perform reliably in low-light conditions. 

If adopted, the NHTSA's proposal will significantly enhance safety on U.S. roads. 

Within three years of the rule's finalization, nearly all passenger cars and trucks would 

need to meet the performance standards outlined. The agency estimates that 

implementing this mandate would prevent a minimum of 360 deaths annually and 

reduce injuries by an impressive 24,000. While the cost to automakers is projected to 

be around $282 million per year, the potential lives saved and injuries prevented far 

outweigh this expense. 

Taking Technology to the Next Level 

The proposal marks a pivotal moment for the automotive industry, encouraging 

automakers to embrace advanced collision avoidance technology and take it to new 

heights. Polly Trottenberg, deputy secretary of the U.S. Transportation Department, 

emphasized the readiness of existing technology while calling for its more universal 

deployment and stricter implementation. This move reflects the agency's commitment 

to continuous improvement and ensuring the highest level of safety for all road users. 

Previously, collision avoidance technology was predominantly available in luxury 

vehicles and higher trim levels. However, with the rising prevalence of this technology 

across all makes and models, its benefits can be extended to a broader demographic. 

As of now, at least 14 automakers have already met a voluntary commitment to equip 

95 percent of their light-duty vehicles with automatic emergency braking systems. This 

shift in accessibility and implementation highlights the transformative nature of this 

proposal. 

Aiming Higher: Enhanced Performance Standards 

The NHTSA's proposal represents a monumental leap forward in collision avoidance 

technology. While current automatic emergency braking systems excel at speeds 

below 25 mph, the proposed rule sets significantly higher benchmarks. Vehicles would 

be required to deliver forward-collision warnings and initiate emergency braking at 

speeds exceeding 6.2 mph.  
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Moreover, the mandate necessitates the ability to prevent collisions with other 

vehicles at speeds up to 50 mph and 62 mph in cases where the driver's braking falls 

short. Pedestrian safety also takes center stage, with systems mandated to detect and 

evade pedestrians at speeds up to 37 mph, even in challenging low-light conditions. 

This comprehensive approach ensures that the next generation of collision avoidance 

systems will be more capable and reliable than ever before. 

Overcoming Challenges 

While the proposed rule pushes the boundaries of existing technology, some hurdles 

remain. Currently, many systems do not meet the proposed performance standards, 

particularly at higher speeds and in low-light situations. However, the NHTSA is 

confident in the industry's ability to rise to the challenge. By leveraging the data from 

NHTSA research, which demonstrates the potential of achieving the proposed 

performance levels, the agency believes that the automotive industry can innovate 

and meet the requirements outlined. 

Also, as with any new technology, concerns have arisen regarding false activations and 

safety defects. To address these issues, the NHTSA's proposal incorporates rigorous 

testing procedures. Two "false-positive" tests have been included to minimize 

incidents of unexpected braking, and vehicles must detect system malfunctions and 

notify the driver promptly. The agency also emphasizes its commitment to consumer 

safety, highlighting that if any vehicle or software poses an unreasonable risk, the 

NHTSA will utilize its defect authority to ensure the necessary recalls and remedies. 

The Road Ahead 

The NHTSA's proposed mandate for automatic emergency braking systems 

represents a significant stride toward a safer future on our roads. By requiring 

automakers to implement advanced collision avoidance technology and meet 

stringent performance standards, this proposal has the potential to save countless 

lives and prevent thousands of injuries each year. As the automotive industry 

embraces this transformative shift, we can anticipate a paradigm where cutting-edge 

safety features become the norm. With the road to safer driving now clearer than 

ever, let us embrace this bold proposal and pave the way for a future with fewer 

accidents and greater peace of mind for all road users. 
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